873 Broadway
New York, N,Y. 10003
December 24, 1965

FOR N,C. INFORMATION

(The following is a transcript from tspe of Comrade Cannon's re-
marks during a recent Los Angeles branch discussion of the Thanks-
giving Anti-War Convention.)

I presume the assumption is that I was only 3,000 miles
away from Washington so I would know all about it. And that I can
give you all the dope, The fact is when the meeting occurred last
week I knew very little about the events in Washington, but just
enough from the general reports to make me curious as to what had
happened and decide to get a picture of the whole situation and
the forces at worl: before coming to a conclusion about it. That's
the best way to proceed on all questions.

What happened in Washington two or three weeks ago had
to be regarded as an incident in the long-drawvm-out struggle in
which we are going to participate from now on. & struggle under
conditions of constant urgency the like of which has never before
been known by our movement or any other movement. Above all what's
.ew and different and what almost everybody understands is that the
bomb hangs over the world and the war we're talking about is the
nuclear war we are trying to head off, 1It's an atomic war which
tvould not be just another war lilke the last two world wars in which
tmerica got fat and prosperous, but o war that could very well mark
nothing less than the end of the adventurce of the human race on
this planet.

I recall that when the formula for the production of
the ll-bomb was perfected and had been tested, Einstein wrote a mem~
orandum to the President in which he said that it is now theoreti-
cally possible to destroy all life on the planet Earth, That seemed
like a far-fetched assumption at the time, but it has since been
repeated by practically all disinterested scientists. The movement
against this war ~- wvhat is sometimes rather incorrectly called
the peace movement -~ which has growm up out of this new situation
must be recognized also as a new phenomenon; a new movement which
is taking forms and intensities that we have not known in previous
wars, I am talking now about the war in Vietnam,

It's the first time in the knowledge of the present
generation that there has been an open, active protest movement
against a war in wortime. Prior to Uorld Wer I there was 2
tremendous opposition against the entry of the United States into
the war but when the shooting started the movement evaporated. There
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was nothing left of it except the Socizlists, the T ond the
Anarchists, wino werzs ferociously persecutad ond suppressed from
the very beginning, In the Second World War there was no vocal
opposition at all except for some conscientious objectors and
our party. In the Xorean war, which I am sure most of you can
recall, the press of our porty was the only prass that attacked
America's actionm,

Now we have 2 very widespread ond diverse protest move-
ment against the war while it is going on. That, I say, suould
be recognized as 2 new phenomenon.

Another new thing is that the dynamic militant action,
and even the leadership for the opposition to the present wcr,
comes from tlie campug =~ primaxily £rom students. And thet, 2s
Zar as I know, is something quite new in this countxy. The
academic world never led anything of cny social consequence in
this country before. We have not had, as the other advonced
Western countvies have had a radical 2nd socizlistic student move~
ment we now se2 developdsg in this country,

Therzs is also a new type of pocifism, The classic pac-
ifism we know whizl: Lenin denounced 28 worse thanm useless, was a
pacifism that denounced war vntil i started and then rallied
around the flag. I Jon't know wi:ether many of you prasent here
L.ave seen that chaoracteristic of tlie2 0ld paeifism, as I recall it,
especially from the First "orld Uzr, At that time there wag =
tremendous movement of opposition o America's entry into the
war, So strong wes the popular sentiment that Yoodrow Wilson
wvag reelected to the Pregidency primarily on the slogzn 'he
kept us out of war."

Many public speakers, politicicns ond, of course,
preachers, gpoke against entry into the war, I can't forcet the
effect it hiad upon us militants. We thought w2 had the ponulation
witl: us in our opposition -~ until tihe declaration of war. Then
everything went out of the movement 2nd thie loudest pacifists
became the loudest patriots, rieht zwey. They s2id you don't
figi:t the govermment when it is at war. So thie pacifists Led sim-
ply led the people up to the expectation of oprogition ond then
led them dovm immediately.

We GLiave 2 sort of pocifism today that is still operative
fter the shooting hos started, Ve have an active war in Vietnom,
idly escalating since last Februcry when tley began bombing
rlg_t and left, but there is still a considerable seegment of
the pacifist movemeni that dozs not cease to protesi. That's new.
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Now tl.is neace movement, 28 I have undertaken to ex-
amine it, has maony components and it behooves us as Marxist revolue
tionists to analyze the different segments of this movement and see
vhich are useful, which can be considered as possible zllies of
otrs, and which are not and not to confuse the one with the other.
At first glance it is a very heterogeneous assortment of 211 kinds
of people., You even have 2 few people who are part of the politiesl
establisbment, such as Sznator Morse., They are agoinst the war in
Vietnom not by any means 2s opponents but as advisers, on the ground
that it 1s not a profitable war for the U.S., There is evon, in my
orinion, a consedaruble segment oZ the rulxng powers thct hag grave
Jovbts about the wisdom of the policy of the administrztion on
the same gvounds; thaat it's the wrong wor in the wrong place, They

are not azzinst the govermment oxr ageinst American imoar1u11sm, but
on the grounds of tzctics, meneuver, time and circumstance, the
thiink this is not tice way to begin 2 skowdown.

Then there is 2 big assortment of others like the
SLNEites == 18 thiat the right word Zor them? Thos2 who make up this
espectable body of middle-class peonla reld the Morceh in ashington
fow weeks ago., They want to mcle it clecr that thvy are not
@
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2inst the govermment and they zre not in favor, by any means, of
revolution:ry naople of Vietnam, but would like the sovermment
eet out of the situation throus!: negotictions. This implies
Amorl ans have a right to be there im the first place, and it's
qLestlon of rgain:ng back ond Zorth as to how long they
hou much tiey keep of that country, ond hiow much of it they
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Now I Jon't consider these people allies of the revolu-
tionary workers. Om the contrary, a year or so ago they conducted
an enorxmous witclh=hunt in their organizction to drive out everybody
suspected of being reds. The Communist Party people had been
sneaking into their local assemblases cnd calling thomselves
SLNRBites, and c2ll that was needed was for one Jim Crow senctor to
cet up on the floor of Congress cnd denounce one of the people in
an organizing committez in Mew York to Jlust scare the lights out
of them and they started a wholesale purge of their orgcanization,
And the March they held in Vashington 2 few weeks ago was 2 very
polite affair., They had some trouble with the people wio wanted
to corry cenuine anti-war slogans lilie the central slegon: Dring
the Troops ome Now, and even some who wantad to carry the flag of
tie National Liberation Front. They were in o quandary as to whether

acy si:ould <2ll the cops or couniter-balance this scandalous per-
formance some other wzy. So they worked out 2 system of surrounding
tl.e £lags of the National Liberation Front with a little American
flag, 118 was to meoke it clear to thir Dresident thet tlhey were
with him and not with them.
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The Social Democrats ond the Stalinists are also nego-
tiators, not veal opponents of tihe wor., There are some indenendents
and these are some of the most important peopls in the movement,
espaclally new younZ people who Lave never been a part of any of
the sectors of the trzditional radiccl movement and wlo cre sin-
cerely opposed o ti.e war and want to do something about it but have
not yet found any definite political ideology. And tlien, of course,
you have the ravolutionary socizlists represented by our party.

I tlinl: the party is proceeding correctly in its attempt
to cooperate in acztion with anybody who will heln to male 2 demon-
stration against the war, vhile 2t tiie same time making it clecor
they stand foxr certein definite slogans uhiich really means opposiition
to the war, Especially a slozan which means that fmerica tas no
right whatever in Souvth Vietnam ~- and that is the slogan: Dring
the Troops liome Now., In my opinion, that is the corrzet slogon,

I don't see how ony revoluiionist could oppose it. It is a revolu-
tionary slogan, And it is the one the party and the youth thinlk

is th:e proper one around which to rally the reslly militant and
carnest opposition to the continuin: wor,

This slogen appealed to me right away, partly out of
nostalgia becauge this is not the first time it was roiged by the
socialist movement in this country., Wien Wilson sent American troops
across the Mexizan Lorder in tlie period ‘ust before our entry into
the First Yorld “iar, the Socialist Party called an emexcency meeting
of its National Committee and adopied a Manifesto which bore the
title: "™MJithdraw the Troops,' Tuat was the essznce of the demand
upon the governmeni; zet out of Me:rico and stay out of Mexico. That
was 21l the gituation called for, and it crzated both the basis ifox
orsanizing th:e broadest opposition of people who were really agoinst
this monstrouvs attack upon the Mexican people and at the same time
made no concession whatever in principle because the with:drawml of
the troops sismnified the victory of the Mexicans. -

hen we entered thie Torean waoyr, as far as I lmow the
only naper in the country that came out with a forthrislt denuncice
tion of the var and ¢ demend which incorporated all that was neces~
sary from a revolutionary point of view, was our paper the Militant,
I was appointed by the P,C., to write =n Open Letter to tlie President
and the menbers of Congress. And this letter contained the demand:
"Dring the fmerican soldiers out of Xorea and let tlie Xorean pzople
alone to settle their own affairs.” It never entered onybody's head
so far as I know or hweard, to suggest thiat this was not fully adegueate
a8 an expression of our support to ti.e Xorean people and our op-
posgition to our owvn government.,

So I think that slocan whiclhi our comrades Love gsettled
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on <8 the centicl, notiveting ccent for the building of 2 genuvine
anti~wor movement, stondg up bouh &istor;-al1y and Zor ti:e needs
of the »resent day., I dom't thin: tiot's the purpose of the poli~
tiezl elements In .2 so-cclled w2ace movement baside ourgelres
cnd some of iz posliflsts ond indenendents. As faxr 28 I con meke
ovt both by »ost azperience ond pvnSﬂn- operations, th2 Ctalinists
ond tie Cfociczl uﬂmo~?:ts are 0“¢mﬂr;,y ~onc°rned with sezring the
so--“,_ed pacee’novement toward the powt election compalrm for
“secce' condidaies, ond mecce cemdilotes com be any kind of politieal
“oker who will goy he is im fovor of necotictlons while the tuoops
cwe still tlerz ocnd still bombing the peozle, It's an Inmportaont
suestion whether they will be able to ol this inchoate and
vnclearly Jdefiped seoce movement dotm tlie Llind 2lley of coalition
w0litics or whether o tige section of tie movement will zespond to
different glozzn ond a different line of action. ‘
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I wcs ;:eatly impressed by the reports tlat we zot Ifrom
ti.2 Uasl:ington conierence., I zm not speakin now of ti.2 lrxel: oxga
Zzed Ly SARE but ol the conference czlled by the Natlonal Coordince
ting Committee, witl: delegotes from vorious elements of Li.2 pea:ze
nmovenant, I wcs Impressed by the feeling that tuis was 2 new
politiccl experience for tiie yornger generation of ravoluilonists,
This is the first time tizy haove lLod o serlous confrontation with
noliticzl opponents on o notional secle. Tiis marks tie emergence
of our small porty Zrom previous lsolotion toward ilie center of
viat radicalism thiere is in the -ountry. It is the f£irst opportunity
tl.ey hiave Lad to lecrn at f£irst l.ond vhot it means to dezl with
volltical ouwponents who ara presunchbly all vnited in ti.e scme wonder-
ful caap =-- tnﬂty, ~zosl:, it's wonderful ~- Lut in actua
entirvely differant objectives., They learned il:ow to ilwandla
selves vlen iley nmeet tiese opmonents ot close range. Thot I con~

gider ¢ great viztory for our young zomrades, They were am active
nort in the nrenarations of this sotiiering ond they participated in
it 28 revolutionigts. And they 1eh:ned somech_nv that could not be
l2arned fully out of books., JCome tixlngs l.ave to Le lecimed in
ewperience, altiiouvgi: thie Dooks L:2lp to prepare for them,

I recall colking with lfotsky -= on o delegction that
went to see Lim in 1538 in preparation For the Founding Conference
of the TFourth Internationcl == aboul the ewperience we lod “ust
£inighed in tle Coclolist Party., e wvere drawing the bolonce shieet
on wiat haad Leen cchiieved or not aclileved, and e wanted 2 very full
cnd detziled repori., I recsall Lls rm‘.r’._nb tl.at hie as well wlecsed
righ the prhc“ical 56uL1t ; wvith €le recruits, the foct tlat we had
ept our owm Corces Intaect and hod goined sone new forces. And
e said, ti:e princinal gain is tﬂe exnerience, Those wio ucve
been througl: thils emperience of o direct confrontation with centrists
znd rigktdwinzhsocialusta, have acq;irsd souething tlct connot bg
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lost. That is necessary for the full development of a revolutionary
political leadewship.

I think that is the big goin out of the Washington Con-
ference. And even nistakes that could have been made ox defeats
suffered can be turned to good cccount if it's all understood and
asgsimilated as part of the expericnce.

As to vhat really happened in Washington, we had con-
flicting reports. At first I was surprised to hear our delegate
coriec back and say we had done very well there. Then I heard other
reports, some comrades thought a terrible mistake had been.made and
a catastrophe had overtaken us because we had run head-on into a
battle with the majority of the steering committee and others there.
So I thought the best thing I could do was to try to find out vhat
Liad happened.

I read in my attempt to inform myself about all aspects
of the event. I studied the National Guardian. I studied the
M21litant, the People''s World and the Hew Republic. I heard the
reports of Comrade Derrel and I read the account of the Conference in
this llewsletter of the National Caucus for the organization of in-
dependent committees united on the slogan of withdraw the troops
nov. And I 2lso read =- you don't Imow how thorough I am when I am
looking for information 25 to who really hid the body == I even read
the circular letter distributed by o united combination of two people
here, the Spartacist and the Wolforthites and the Phillips tract.

I cven read a couple of copies of the Bulletin of the Fourth Inter-
notional printed by a couple of othwer people in New York. And every-
thing I read cxcept the Militant seemed to point directly at the
Trotskyltes in lashington as the people who had committed the crime.
And I was just about to say it loolks like o perfect case -~ because
it was so unanimous =-- until I remembered that I am a Pexry llason
fan end that I have often noticed the one who is accused of the
ciime turns out to be innocent, and the dirty dog who did the job
fixzed things so that he could clear himself and throw the suspicion
on an innocent man,

he minute I read the Guardian -- being a politician --

and knowing what the Guardian is and how it has been evolving, I said,
that's a poisonously slanted article, It's aimed with deadly malice

to compromise what they call -- quoting others =-- the "Trotskyite
splitters.’ That put me on guard. Then I later got hold of the
People's World, published up here in San Francisco, and I read their
account; how everybody was for unity cxcept some disgruntled and
disruptive minority that they didn't cven dignify by naming. The
Guardian did; they said we had been denounced as '"Trotshkyite splitters.
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The Pcople's World informed me that Dave Dellinger
and Professor Stauvghton Lynd of Liberation magazine worked with
Communist Party delegcote Arnold Johmson and Irving Beinin of
the Lower East Side llobilization for Pecace Action, and many others
to £ind a common ground for agrecement. Now the minute I saw just
that paragraph infoiming me that Armold Johnson was working dowm
chiere, and that he was backed up by Deinin, I lmew there was some-
thing crooked going on. Beczuse I know who Johmnson is; he's the
organization secretary of the Stalinist party. I know vho Deinin
is., IHe's the ex-Cochranite who has been making a profession of
taiting Trotskyism ever since he got kicked out of the party twelve
years ago. I know that he's identified not merely with the Guardian
but with the vight-wing giroup which has recently conducted the
sv7ing of the Guardian to the right,

wes

Lnother report I got/of a meeting down in llouston, Texas, -
wiilch one of our comrades by accident attended, He told me they
iad received before the conference a letter from the S5DS office in
ey York tipping them off about the Trotskyists and preparing them
for a figat.

So out of all this o clearer picture cmerged. And if
s woulg eriticize our comrades who were in charge of the fight in
*agzﬁr§§% #, it would perhaps be for a Zoult that is hard to avoid
in the absence of cuperience of th:is sort. That is, the under-
estimation of political opponents; an assunption that everything is
coing to be on the level, whiich is a very bad assumption waen you
hiove Stalinists ond Social Democyats to deal with. They may pos-
sibly have been caught by surprise.

I didn't doubt for one minute zbout the ambush being
prepvared after I heard that several weel:s before the conference was
ield the Daily Worker and the People's World suddenly began to pro-
mote the conference in high gear. I lmow what that means. I don't
wve the slightest doubt that they stachked the convention with
every kind of delegate Ffvm every kind of paper organization they
could mobilize, I don't doubt that they stacked the steering com-
mittee, that they rigged the zgenda, in such a way that the dele-
gates of many independent committees and our own people ran into
& prepared fight in vhich there was room for everything cicept the
one thing they were most interested in. That was promoting the
raal slogen of the anti-uvar movement, "'Bring the Troops liome Now.''
And of the right and nccessity of the independent committces
organized under that slogan to unite themselves mationaily.

Jur operations and thosc of the caucus were called
a ''splitting move."” If you examine the evidence of that convention
it's the most fantastic accusation imaginable. Splitting what?
Every tendency represented in that convertion had its national or-
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_ganization, There were the DuBois Clubs, S.D.S., Women's Strilke
for Peace, the Committee for Non-Violent Action, the Communist
Party and many others. But the independent committees who have
adopted the central slogan which tests whether you are really scr=
ious about opposing American imperialism, the war, or not, that is
the withdrawal of the troops, were denied the right to organize
themselves., There was no provision on the agenda or any of the
worlkshops to even discuss that question and take it to a vote.

N3

I'1l admit my ignorance -- I aslied what is this llational
Coordinating Committee anyhow? Fron the reports we got about splits,
splits, splits I thought maybe there was a national organization
that we were brealking up. It's not 2 national organization at all.,
It's just what its name says: it's a national coordinating committee.
And vhere did it come from? Uherxe was it elected? It wasn't elec-
ted anywhere, It's a self-appointed committee constituted in
Washington a few months ago at the Conference of Unxrepresented
People. It has headquarters in Wisconsin, and it has as its pregi-
dent or chairman 2 man named Emspaclc,

Now that rang a bell for me. I have heavrd that name be-
fore. It isn't the same Imspack I am told. He's the son, and from
all accounis, a chip off the old block, Imspack was a Stalinist
hack; he was the secretary of the United Electrical Workers Union.
Emspack was the centrzl figure in 1941, when we came to open warfare
in Minneapolis in the split withi Tobin, who blocked the issuance of
a CI0 charter to the llinneapolis Local of the Teamsters who wanted
to join the CIO, But the charter was issued to us -=- not by the
CIO -=- thore it was blocked by Imepack, There's your Stalinist
hacks...lt was issued by District 50 of the United Mineworkers Union.
30 in order to get into the CIO in the heyday of the Stalinists,
the Teamsters had to join the Hiners.

All this aroused the natural suspicion that proved to
be a reality; that the NCC is in fact stzcked and rigged and con-
trolled by Stalinists, and it's not an organization. It's a com-
mittee, an unelected comittee. It's not like a union or a political
party or a cooperative or fraternal order; it's just what its name
says == 2 coordinating committee to coordinate the activities of
other organizations in the peace movement. And all tendencies have
the vight to have their own national organization. Dut the inde-
pendent committees to end the war in Vietnam, who adopted the
fighting slogan, Bring the Troops llome Now, when they ask to have
a gathering to discuss the proposal that they should organize them-
selves nationally, they were denounced as "srnlitiers.”

Well, I thinl “hat ie ~»rnlked. I think the slogar of
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Bring the Troops liome MNow is an absolutely correct slogan, the one
upon which you can organize an anti-war movement that really means
buginess.  Anybody wlio will not adopt that slogan isn't really
fighting the war, Because if you agree to leave the American
troops there, with all their equipment, there is never going to be
any peace or independence #or the Vietnomese people.

I think our comrades were coxrect to adopt that slogan
and their militancy at the conference and their refusal to be
bluffed or bulldozed is quite admirzble. All the more so that they
were perhaps taken by surprise and liadn't had previous erperience
with what the peridy of Stalinism and the Social Democracy is
really like., I will guarantee you that they will ncver be talen
by surprise again.

These arve permanent asseis vhich speak well for the
future. Whether some ®rror or nmisstep of a tactical character was
nmade in the heat of the fight I would not be competent to judge
at this distance. But cven so, tactical mistakes or setbacks or
defeats can be corrected as long as the principal line is corvect
and as long as we don't get stubborn, when we do make a mistale,
trying to rectify it by doing the same thing over again.

Nothing definite cs fax as I Lknow was settled at this
conierence. UMNo policy was adopted; no slogan was approved or re-
jected., They just met; they talked -- and attacked the Trotskyites
-- and the only motion of any conscquence that was passed that I
could discern from vhat I studied, was to call some new dcmonstra-
tions in March ond to support the demonstrations in the fouth in
February, I presume we will participate in that.

Ho formal orgenization was constituted. So how can
you split the MCC? 1It's only a coordincting comaittee. And not
only was it not elected when first constituted, it was not cven
clected at this conference. 1It's rigged and stacked with represen-
tatives of god-knous-vhat kind of crganizations. With a Stalinist
at the head of it. And anybody that will put any confidence i
the fairness and justice ot revolutionary militancy of such 2 com-
?ittee has my sympathy. He badly needs attention -- and not the
ikind . I can give, because I am not what they call a head-shrinker.

No definite program. Anybody thot's for peace is en-
titled to be represented on the Commitiec. Ho formal orgenization;
all the local orgesnizations have their own autonomy. o clected
national officers. Just a National Coordinating Commiitee. I
wouldn't worry about accusations on trying to split that outfit --
because our people didn't split. The accusation is false. They
stayed in the convention to the end, and they openly announced they
were organizing & caucus of people wiwo stood for the idea and the
Slogan: Bring the Troops Home How. 4nd the right of these inde-
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pendent committecs operating under this slogan to form a national
organization of their own and to affiliate to the NCC like the
other national organizaiions, such as the Women's Strike for Peace
and otheis,

How, I zead the first llewsletter and thought it was well
written, very intelligent and aa honest report oi the convention.
Their proposals scemed sound to me from & revolutionary point of
view, It remains to be seen whether they will be successful in their
endeavor to create a national organization of independent committces
on this slogan, or whether they will receive a setback. Experience
will tell us. Dut if there is a setback or defeat I thinlt our com-
rades will lmow how to recuperate from it and plan other tactics.
Toetics can be changed if you've got the right line and imnow how to
be a little flexible in your tactics, you're not easily desiroyed.

The vhole anti-war movement is, as I see it, at a very
critical stage, because the war is escalating. The more the war
escalates the more pressure will be brought upon the movement to con-
form. The weal:lings and the negotiators and all the others will
talk in softer ond softer voices uniil you can't even hear them
whisper any more. And the militants will get hardened and they'll
get new recruits because every time the word gets out of another
soldier killed there is his family and friends who hear about it.
And the public opposition to the sonscless slaughter will grow up and
there will be new xecruits, And the end of the movement, as far as
I can see it, con only be toward more militancy ond more assertion
of the types shiotm by our caucus and our associates in Washington.
4nd they will then have to seriously look from the ccmpus where
things started to the sources of power of the social struggle --
cmong the less privileged workers in the first place and cventually
towvard the organized vorkers. '
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And out of that I think we can see the beginnings of a
new radical movement which raises great perspectives of world-
historical significance for America, the most backward of countries
in all things that concern culture, intelligence and socicl aware-
ness. That American finally is producing a revolutionary and
radical grouping on the cammuses of this country. From the begin-
ning of the socialisi movement we have understood, and our fathers
before us, that the power that cen change society is the working
class. But we understood also that from other classes could come
wvhat the Communist lanifesto calls elements of enlightonment and
progress, ‘

We should not forget thet Mar: and Engels begon as
students, We shouldn't forget that licr: and Engels and Lenin and
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Trotsky -- ané practically all the leaders of the Russian Revolu-
tion -~ began os students in the colleges. And it really almost
takes your breath away -- the prosncct that we may be on the verge
of a period wiien a new elite is tal:ing shape among thie student
bodies across this vast country. They will find their way to
collaboration with the working class in this country and bring
witu them the Leonefits of their talents and education. They

will contribute new thinkers, new writﬂrs, nev orators, and

new agitators who lmow how to identify themselves with the working
class movement, I think we will not neglect that field and I
think that we have made a good start alrecady with the organization
and development of our Young Socialist Alliance. '

I thinl: that the experience in Uaslington -= regordless
of what mistalies in tactics here and there might have been made =~
has to be regarded as a great achievement for our movenent.



